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The Weekly Word
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Second Sunday of Advent
INTRODUCTION
Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John
the baptizer’s voice in the wilderness may be the principal focus of the
day, Malachi’s prophecy could as easily herald the coming Christ as
forerunner of the Lord of hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to
participate in the sharing of the gospel. In so doing we prepare the way
for the coming of Jesus and assist all people in capturing a vision of the
“salvation of God.”




CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
(Silence for reflection and personal confession.)
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his
coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.
 FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4
1

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you
delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,
and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they
present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem
will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.


PSALM: Luke 1:68-79

68

Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, you have come to your people and set them
free.69You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, born of the house of your servant
David. 70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies,
71
from the hands of all who hate us, 72to show mercy to our forebears, and to remember
your holy covenant. 73This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 74to set us free
from the hands of our enemies, free to worship you without fear,75holy and righteous
before you, all the days of our life.
76

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the
Lord to prepare the way,77to give God’s people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness
of their sins.78In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break
upon us, 79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to
guide our feet into the way of peace.


SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11

3

I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my
prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I
am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to
completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you,
because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.
8

For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And
this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full
insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure
and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus
Christ for the glory and praise of God.



THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE: Luke 3:1-6

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor
of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.
3

He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet
Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall
be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made
smooth; 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ!
APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

“The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never
leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”
—Deuteronomy 31:8

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn
for God’s presence.


A brief silence.
P: You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. Make our
bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers confident in their preaching, that their
words and our lives witness to your grace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
P: Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them with shelter
and care, and bring us into right relationship with the earth that you create and call
good. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
P: Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf of those
who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; the imprisoned; those
living in poverty; and all who are oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments to
justice and reconciliation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

P: Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our lives to
reach out with compassion to those who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill,
especially (names). Grant them healing and wholeness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
P: Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly received.
Embolden those who ask hard questions and challenge accepted ways. Instill in youth
and elders alike a passion for pointing to Jesus in all things. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

P: We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more humbly
remembered. Confident that your work will be completed, we live in faith until the
day of your coming. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
P: God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

WORSHIP LEADER SCHEDULE
December 5
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John Race
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Tom Kellen

COMING UPat Reformation...
Wednesday, Dec. 1

1:00 p.m.—Bible Study
6:30 p.m.—Table Talk

Thursday, Dec. 2

NOON EUCHARIST

Friday, Dec. 3

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MAISIE JANE SCARINO

Sunday, Dec. 5

8:30 a.m. —In-person WORSHIP
10:00 a.m.—ZOOM Service
11:00 a.m.—In-person WORSHIP
1:00 p.m.— Service on the Web
1:00 p.m.—Worship & Music Ministry Meeting

The Property Ministry sincerely thanks everyone
who participated in our Annual Fall Clean-up last weekend!

On Friday, Mary Armbrister and Joyce Gunderlach worked
in the office to go through old books, tapes, and materials.
While outside, John Race and George Duda did some prep
work in the yard.
On Saturday, a lot of outside work was accomplished in
about 3.5 hours thanks to our helpers: Mikki and Danny
Lubertazzi, Mike Kerschner, Joe Santos, Christine
Fragapane, Jerry Plassman, Jenny Farrants, Amy Stoll, George Duda, and John Race.
A heartfelt “thank you” to all!

Thanks to all who donated to our Reformation Childcare Pajama
Drive! We collected 36 sets of pajamas toward the Scholastic Book
Club’s progam for children facing adversity. For every pair of pajamas
donated, Scholastic will donate a brand-new book to a deserving child.
Thank you SO much for helping us, “Make Good Nights, Good Days!”

Mark your calendar for the
Virginia Handbell Consort

CHILDCARE WISH LIST
Reformation Lutheran Childcare could use
donations of the following items if you
would like to throw a little something extra
in your grocery cart:
BLEACH
DISINFECTING WIPES
PAPER TOWEL ROLLS
LAUNDRY DETERGENT UNSCENTED
(LIKE FREE AND CLEAR)

One of the most popular features of
The Mildred McDaniel Concert
Series makes a return visit to
Reformation on Saturday,
December 11th at 7:00 p.m. The
Virginia Handbell Consort includes
spectacular music and is always a
favorite of the Christmas season.
Be sure to get there early! Seating
will be limited and masks ARE
required. Mark your calendar now!

Thank You!
During the Fall Clean-up, many books were found
that are no longer used here at the church. Mary
Armbrister will be placing these books on the
counter by the bulletin board between now and
Sunday, December 26th. PLEASE FEEL FREE TO
TAKE ANY OF THESE BOOKS if you can use
them or know someone who can. After that date, all
unclaimed books will be taken to Goodwill. If you
have questions, please contact Mary. Thank you!

Share with us all
how you “Deck the Hall!”
Our Worship and Music Ministry Team has
requested that our Reformation family share
pictures of their Christmas decorations.
Send pics of your trees, outside decorations,
nativity scenes and more! A PowerPoint
presentation will be prepared for our website as
part of our Christmas celebration.
Your photos should be submitted NO LATER
THAN SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12th to be included in the presentation. Please email your
images to rlcparishoffice@reformationlc.org We hope you will join us in sharing the joy of
the Christmas Season!

