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Fourth Sunday of Advent
INTRODUCTION
Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth
Sunday of Advent. Between a lovely tribute to the little town of
Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the letter to
the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that Christ’s
advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for
all.” It is the kind of tension in which the church always lives as
when in holy communion—with high delight—“we proclaim
the Lord’s death.”




CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
(Silence for reflection and personal confession.)
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and
might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you
always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.


 FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a
2

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you
shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from
ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has
brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall
stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord
his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5aand
he shall be the one of peace.
PSALM: Luke 1:46b-55
46b
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for
you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. From this day all generations will
call me blessed: 49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me and holy is your name.
50
You have mercy on those who fear you, from generation to generation. 51You have
shown strength with your arm and scattered the proud in their conceit, 52casting down the
mighty from their thrones and lifting up the lowly. 53You have filled the hungry with good
things and sent the rich away empty. 54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, to
remember the promise of mercy,55the promise made to our forebears, to Abraham and his
children forever.


SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10
5
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have
not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings you
have taken no pleasure. 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the
scroll of the book it is written of me).”
8
When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law),
9
then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to
establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.


“The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never
leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”
—Deuteronomy 31:8



THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE: Luke 1:39-55

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
39
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country,
40
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the
Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed
is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my
Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my
womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
46

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all
generations will call me blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name. 50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to
generation.
51

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of
their hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up
the lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.
54
He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55according to the
promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ!
APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that
yearn for God’s presence.
A brief silence.
P: Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the church’s gifts and
ministries for your service, bringing your word to all who seek your transforming
grace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
P: Creator God, you made all things in your goodness and called humanity very good.
Help us to see as you see, to love as you love. Make us good stewards of all that you
have entrusted to us. Hear Us, O God
Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for all who govern. For our President, Governor, Governor-elect and for all
who lead us. Give them wisdom, discernment and a desire to unite us as a people,
empowering one another to work together for the common good. Hear Us, O God
Your mercy is great.
P: Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your lovingkindness to
those who are so often diminished or demeaned. Bring your healing to those who
suffer in mind, body or spirit, especially (names) and those who we lift up before you
aloud on our lips or silently in our hearts. Hear Us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
P: Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding ministries of this
congregation and community. Guide us to share your bounty with those who hunger
or live in poverty. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

P: Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you thanks for
those who, like Mary, were courageous in their witness, especially (names). Give us
such courage until that day when you fulfill all things. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
P: God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
C: Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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COMING UPat Reformation...
Wednesday, Dec. 15

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JANICE BUNTING
1:00 p.m.—Bible Study

Thursday, Dec. 16

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JERRY PLASSMAN

Saturday, Dec. 18

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, KAYE KORB
9:30 a.m.—Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, Dec. 19

8:30 a.m. —In-person WORSHIP
9:30 a.m.—Choir Rehearsal
10:00 a.m.—ZOOM Service
11:00 a.m.—In-person WORSHIP
1:00 p.m.— Service on the Web

Tuesday, Dec. 21

W

ith Christmas just a week away,
we want to make everyone aware of the
schedule of services for the upcoming
holiday. Masks will be required for all
services.
ON CHRISTMAS EVE, Friday, December 24th,
we will have two services. The first will be a family service at 5:00 p.m., followed by a
Candlelight Service at 7:00 p.m. We will have Holy Communion at both services.
THERE WILL NOT BE A SERVICE ON CHRISTMAS DAY, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25TH,
however, our regular Sunday services will be the day after Christmas on Sunday,
December 26th at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Pastor David Gunderlach will be our
guest preacher on that day.

We will all help decorate the
Chrismon Tree during our services
this coming Sunday, December
19th. Thanks to John Race and
Mike Kershner for putting up the
tree and installing the lights!

PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR
PARISH OFFICE AND
CHILDCARE WILL BE CLOSED
on the following days in
observance of Christmas
and New Years:
Friday, December 24th,
Monday, December 27th,
Friday, December 31st.

Poinsettia Dedications
Judith Amdal—In memory of husband, Norman, and brother, Richard
Karen Bowman—In memory of her sister and parents
Janice Bunting—In memory of Irmgard Kershner and Bill Oshel
Dorothea Cloud-Gary—To the Glory of God
George Duda—To the Glory of God
Jenny Farrants—In memory of loved ones
Joyce and David Gunderlach—In memory of parents and in honor of children
Naomi and Bryce Kepley —Wreaths and poinsettias donated for the Grace of God
Barbara Kindler—In memory of her husband
Hilde Luttterloh—To the Glory of God
Patti Mantey —In memory of her father and in honor of her mother
Jerry Plassman—In memory of his sister, Joyce
John and Ann Race—To the Glory of God
Shirley Spencer —In honor of the 40th wedding anniversary
of son, Robert, and his wife
The Chrismon tree was donated in memory of
Jesse and Irmgard Kershner.

