February 10-16, 2021

The Weekly Word

Sharing good news from
Reformation Lutheran Church
“We’re not in this alone, fix your eyes on Jesus” .
—Deuteronomy 31:8

INTRODUCTION

Scripture Readings for Sunday, February 14, 2021
The Sundays after Epiphany
Transfiguration of Our Lord
began with Jesus’ baptism
All Readings Have Been Included in this week’s Weekly Word
and end with three disciples’
vision of his transfiguration. In
Mark’s story of Jesus’
baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and
hears the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends
hear the same words naming him God’s Beloved. As believers, Paul
writes, we are enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because
the same God who created light has shone in our hearts to give us
that vision. The light of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us
through baptism and shines in us also for others to see.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
(Silence for reflection and personal confession.)
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our
hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
 FIRST READING: 2 Kings 2:1-12
1

Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has
sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I
will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in
Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take
your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”
4

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said,
“As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho.
5
The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do
you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he answered,
“Yes, I know; be silent.”
6

Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said,
“As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went
on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from
them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it
up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the
two of them crossed on dry ground.
9

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am
taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He
responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from
you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a
chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a
whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots
of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own
clothes and tore them in two pieces.

PSALM: Psalm 50:1-6
1

The mighty one, God the Lord, has spoken; calling the earth from the rising of the sun to
its setting. 2Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, God shines forth in glory. 3Our God will come
and will not keep silence; with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm.
4
God calls the heavens and the earth from above to witness the judgment of the people.
5
“Gather before me my loyal followers, those who have made a covenant with me and
sealed it with sacrifice.” 6The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause, for it is God
who is judge.
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
3

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god
of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim
ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’
sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK: Mark 9:2-9
2

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there
appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said
to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they were
terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a
voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked
around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.
9

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about
what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

Praise to you, O Christ!
“The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you;
he will never leave you nor forsake you.
Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” —Deuteronomy 31:8

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church,
the world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.
P: For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for communities of faith far and near,
and for all who show the face of Christ throughout the world, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

P: For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming in the dark earth and ocean deep;
mountains, clouds and storms, and creatures seen and unseen, and for the Holy
Spirit’s guidance in our stewardship of God’s creation, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
P: For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency responders and
security guards, attorneys and advocates, civil servants and leaders of governments,
that they witness to mercy and justice throughout the world, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
P: For all who suffer this day, especially (names), that Christ our healer transform
sickness into health, loneliness into companionship, bereavement into consolation,
and suffering into peace, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
P: For companions on life’s journey in this worshiping community, for loved ones who
cannot be with us this day, and for guidance during struggles we face, that God’s
glory is revealed around and among us, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
P: In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly pilgrimage,
especially (names), that their lives of service and prayer inspire us in our living, let us
pray.
Have mercy, O God.
P: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the
one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY

SHINE JESUS SHINE
Refrain
Shine Jesus shine. Fill this land
With the Father's glory. Blaze Spirit blaze.
Set our hearts on fire. Flow river flow.
Flood the nations with grace and mercy.
Send forth Your word Lord, and let there be light
Verse 1
Lord the light of Your love is shining
In the midst of the darkness shining
Jesus Light of the world shine upon us
Set us free by the truth You now bring us
Shine on me shine on me. Refrain
Verse 2
As we gaze on Your kingly brightness
So our faces display Your likeness
Ever changing from glory to glory
Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story
Shine on me shine on me. Refrain
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THIS WEEK at Reformation...
Wednesday, February 10th NO BIBLE STUDY
NO TABLE TALK
Sunday, February 14th

10:00 a.m. ZOOM Service.
11:30 a.m. Online service at www.reformationlc.org.

Tuesday, February 16th

SHROVE TUESDAY

Wednesday, February 17th NO BIBLE STUDY
NO TABLE TALK
7:30 p.m., ASH WEDNESDAY ZOOM SERVICE

Join us for Week Two of our Virtual
Bible Study on Facebook that explores love

from a Biblical perspective. This week’s Bible
Study verses are: 1 John 3:1; Jeremiah 31:3;
Ephesians 2:4-5; Psalm 86:15; Isaiah 54:10; and
Psalm 136. If you are not online, you may
contact Jenny Farrants at 757-725-4400 and
she will send the devotionals to you by mail.
Invite your friends and family to join us, too!
“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and
everyone that loveth is born of God and knoweth God.”
—1 John4:7

Don’t miss our Ash Wednesday Service on
ZOOM at 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, February 17th.

