January 13-19, 2021

The Weekly Word

Sharing good news from
Reformation Lutheran Church
“We’re not in this alone, fix your eyes on Jesus” .
—Deuteronomy 31:8

Scripture Readings for Sunday, January 17, 2021

Second Sunday after Epiphany
All Readings Have Been Included in this week’s Weekly Word
INTRODUCTION
All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just pastors and deacons but also
the youngest child, like Samuel. The story of the calling of Nathanael plays with the idea of
place. Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus because he comes from Nazareth. But where we
come from isn’t important; it’s where—or rather whom—we come to. Jesus refers to Jacob, who
had a vision in a place he called “the house of God, and...the gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17).
Jesus says he himself is the place where Nathanael will meet God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, we
confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings
and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow
you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.
INSTALLATION OF LEADERS IN THE CONGREGATION
P: The following people have been elected by the congregation to positions of
leader ship. We give thanks for their willingness to serve in these capacities. In
baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ; we rejoice now that these sisters
and brothers will lead us in the mission we share in this congregation.
Mary Armbrister

Don Bardell

George Duda

Jenny Farrants

Jerry Plassman

Brock Wagner

John Race

Cindy Watson

Church Treasurer: Christine Fragapane
Financial Secretary: Karen Bowman
P: A Reading from 1 Corinthians 12:4-7: Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same
Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties
of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation.
You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith reflect the God
who gathers us into one together with the whole church. You are to work together
with other members to see that the worship and work of Christ are done in this
congregation, and that God’s will is done in this community and in the whole world.
You are to be diligent in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who empowers
you is glorified. You are to be examples of faith active in love, to help maintain the life
and harmony of this congregation.
On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: Will you accept and
faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been elected?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.

P:
C:
P:
C:

People of God, I ask you: Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will
you share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
I now declare you installed as council members of this congregation. Almighty
God bless you, and direct your deeds in peace, that you may be faithful servants
of Christ.
Amen.

 FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 3:1-20
1

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was
rare in those days; visions were not widespread.
2

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was
lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying
down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4Then the Lord called,
“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you
called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The
Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you
called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet
know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8The Lord
called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for
you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said
to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant
is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
10

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel
said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 11Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am
about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle.
12
On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from
beginning to end. 13For I have told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the
iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain
them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be
expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.”
15

Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord.
Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my
son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from
me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told
you.” 18So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the
Lord; let him do what seems good to him.”
19

As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground.
And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of
the Lord.
20

PSALM: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
1

Lord, you have searched me out; O Lord, you have known me. 2You know my sitting
down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 3You trace my journeys and
my resting places and are acquainted with all my ways. 4Indeed, there is not a word on
my lips, but you, O Lord, know it altogether.
5

You encompass me, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 6Such knowledge
is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 13For you yourself created
my inmost parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14
I will thank you because I am marvelously made; your works are wonderful, and I know
it well.
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
12

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for
me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the
stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for
fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will
also raise us by his power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?
Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute?
Never! 16Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with
her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord becomes
one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the
body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or do you not know that your body
is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not
your own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.
THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN: John 1:43-51
43

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow
me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and
also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to
him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and
see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is
truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did
you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip
called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the
King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw
you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to
him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”

Praise to you, O Christ!

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church,
the world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.
P: For the body of Christ gathered throughout the world and for all servants of the
gospel, that following Jesus, the church lives out its calling every day, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
P: For the well-being of creation, for plants and animals, and for all that God has
marvelously made, that we serve as wise stewards of Earth, our home, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
P: For police officers and firefighters, for attorneys and paralegals, for peacekeepers and
military personnel, and for the leaders of governments, that they provide protection to
all people, especially the most vulnerable, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
P: For those lacking food or shelter, for those who are sick or grieving, and for those who
are imprisoned or homebound, especially (names), that God console all who suffer, let
us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
P: For our neighborhood, for visitors joining us for the first time or returning, and for those
absent from our assembly, that all who seek to know God are nourished by word and
sacrament, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
P: In thanksgiving for the saints who have gone before us, that their lives give us a vision
of the gospel in action, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
P: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
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“The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you;
he will never leave you nor forsake you.
Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” —Deuteronomy 31:8

NEW BIBLE STUDY
BEGINS TODAY!
Beginning today, Wednesday, January 13th at 1:00
p.m., Pastor Ericson will lead a weekly Bible Study on
ZOOM. To join, simply use the same log-in information
you use for Sunday services. We will begin by studying
the Book of Acts. We would love to have you join us!

Council chooses officers for 2021
At the Council meeting on Tuesday, January 12th, officers
were chosen for the coming year. Those who held offices
last year will be retaining their roles, as follows:

THERE WILL BE NO
TABLE TALK THIS
WEEK.
Our next Table Talk
will be Wednesday,
January 20th at
6:30pm on ZOOM.

Jerry Plassman—President
Mary Armbrister—Vice President
George Duda—Secretary
Christine Fragapane—Treasurer

FOR THOSE WHO WATCH THE
SERMON FROM OUR WEBSITE EACH
WEEK...Please note that Pastor John’s
sermon will not be a separate item on the
website beginning this week.
Click on the ZOOM and it will download
for you to watch. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO
HAVE ZOOM to watch the service. The
service will be up on the site by 11:00 a.m.
on Sunday mornings.

ANN HORTON
Thursday, January 14th
DANNY LUBERTAZZI
Friday, January 15th
CINDY WATSON
Tuesday, January 19th
EMILY STOLL
Wednesday, January 20th

WELCOME BABY LYDIA!
Many of you will remember
Michael Burnett, who filled-in for Pastor John
in recent months.
It is with great joy that we share the news
that Michael and his wife Kate welcomed their
new daughter, Lydia, on Thursday, January 7th.
Congratulations to the Burnett family on this
blessing from God!

