November 10-17, 2020 Sharing gg
Refor.matJd o

The We-®eK:i:
saili ah

Scripture Readings for Sunday, November 15, 2020
Twenty-fourth Sunday After Pentecost

All Readings Have Been Included in this week’s Weekly Word

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
In the name of the Father,

and of the #+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

The presiding minister announces God'’s forgiveness with these or similar words.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the® Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

“You shall go out with joy and
you shall break forth into si
—| saiah 55:12




PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray ®
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give
us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for
the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18

"Be silent before the Lord Gob! For the day of the LORD is at hand; the LORD has
prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests.

'2At that time | will search Jerusalem with lamps, and | will punish the people who rest
complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, iThe LORD will not do good,
nor will he do harm.d>Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they
shall not drink wine from them.

"“The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the
LoRD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. °That day will be a day of wrath, a day of
distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom a day of
clouds and thick darkness, '°a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities
and against the lofty battlements.

'] will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; because they
have sinned against the LORD, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like
dung. ®Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the
LoRD®& wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a
terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.

PSALM: Psalm 90:1-12 ®

'Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another. “Before the mountains
were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born from age to age you are God.
3You turn us back to the dust and say, fifurn back, O children of earth.0*For a thousand
years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past and like a watch in the night; °you
sweep them away like a dream, they fade away suddenly like the grass: %in the morning it
is green and flourishes; in the evening it is dried up and withered. 'For we are consumed
by your anger; we are afraid because of your wrath. Our iniquities you have set before
you, and our secret sins in the light of your countenance. *When you are angry, all our
days are gone; we bring our years to an end like a sigh.

(continued next page)



'“The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even eighty; yet the sum of
them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away quickly and we are gone. "Who
regards the power of your wrath? Who rightly fears your indignation? '?So teach us to
number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

g SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

'Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to
have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord
will come like a thief in the night. *When they say, fiThere is peace and security,0then
sudden destruction will come ,upon them, as labor palns come upon a pregnant woman,
and there will be no escape' *But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to
surprise you like a thief; °for you are all chlldren of light and chlldren of the day; we are
not of the night or of darkness.

®So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober “for
those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. ®But since
we belong to the day, let us be sober and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for
a helmet the hope of salvation. °For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtalnlng
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, "®who died for us, so that whether we are awake
or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build up each
other, as indeed you are doing.

g THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW: Matthew 25:14-30

Jesus said to the disciples:fFor it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his
slaves and entrusted his property to them; "°to one he gave five talents to another two,
to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. ®The one who had
received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more
talents. "In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents.
'®But the one who had recelved the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground
and hid his master® money. After a long time the master of those slaves came
and settled accounts with them. ?°Then the one who had received the five talents
came forward, bringing five more talents, saylng cMaster you handed over to me
five talents; see, | have made five more talents.6”'His master said to him, &Vell
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few thrngs I
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the j joy of your master.6”°And
the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, dvlaster you handed
over to me two talents; see, | have made two more talents.6*’His master said
to him, &Vell done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy
ina few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of
your master.0 v

(continued next page) .
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24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, Master, |
knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering
where you did not scatter seed,; %30 | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here you have what is yours.6?°But his master replied, &ou wicked and
lazy slave! You knew, did you, that | reap where | did not sow, and gather where |
did not scatter? ?’Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers,
and on my return | would have received what was my own with interest. ?So take
the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. ?*For to all those
who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. *°As for this
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.6 0

Praise to vyo
v

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION o

P: Longing for Christ® reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God®
power on the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

P: Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By the fire of
your Holy Spirit, unify us across ministries, congregations, and denominations, and
refine us to participate in your activity throughout the world. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

P: Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise you for the
beauty of nature. Bless the earth for your glory and restore its integrity where
exploitation has caused ruin. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

P: Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. Increase
concern for those who are most vulnerable, especially as international leaders forge
trade agreements and cooperate to end human rights abuses. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

P: Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the heavy
clouds of depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your
radiant light. Send us as encouragement and signs of your healing. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

(continued next page)




P: Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those at the
margins. Release our desire for control and open us to learn from the perspectives of
others. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P: Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints at rest from their
labors. Rouse us to live by their example, that saints yet to come may also know your
love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

P: Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you
gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.

Amen.
=<

WORSHIP LEADER SCHEDULE FOR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15th

November 15th 8:30 11:00
Ushers George Duda Mary Armbrister
Assisting Minister John Race Dorothea Cloud-Gary
Lector John Race Diane Stallings
Guest Worship Leader—Michael Burnette, Campus Minister, CNU

Our guest Worship Leader this Sunday,

will be Michael Burnette, Campus Minister for United
Campus Ministries at Christopher Newport University.

Michael received a degree in Philosophy/Religious Studies from
CNU in 2011 and has been engaged in one form of ministry or
another for most of his adult life. At his home church, Tabernacle
United Methodist Church in Poquoson, he served as Youth
Ministries Director from April 2017 - September 2019. He is
currently a certified candidate for ordained ministry in the United
Methodist Church. A native of Poquoson, Michael currently
resides there with his wife Christina and their son Henry. We welcome him to Reformation!




(Nay godg OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS FOR JERRY

PLASSMAN AND FAMILY. Jerry® sister, The Rev. Joyce
GR?ACC 6 Johnston, retired ELCA pastor, passed away last Thursday,
November 5th. We also pray for a safe journey for Jerry as he
Cons"ge yOLLJ travels back to Virginia from Michigan, where he is currently with
and g we you his family. If you wish to send a card to Jerry, his address is:
p 6 Z%CE p) 411 Maryle Court, Newport News, VA 23602
Thanks to those who helped
us fill the Worship Leader THERE IS NO
roles for the remainder of TABLE TALK THIS TA&E

/%ﬁ/(/(/ the year, especially Mary WEEK. WE WILL
Armbrister, George Duda, T RF

Tom Kellen and John Race. V\leE[)S[:j&%gy
We do still need 11am Ushers for the ’
month of December, with the exception of NOVEMBER 18th
December 27th. If you can help, please AT 6:30 PM.

contact the Parish Office.

Zoo WITH US THIS

SUNDAY AT 10AM .
CALL (415) 762-9988 or (646) 568-7788
AND follow the instructions. Enter the
meeting ID followed by the # key, then the

participant ID. If you do not know it, press
the # key.

Hard to believe, but
it® that time of year
again! Our Annual
Reformation Fall

IN GOD,
Clean-up Day will be —belione alre—

Saturday, November ——INME.——
28th beginning at
9:00 a.m. We will need help both indoors and
outdoors, so please mark your calendars and lend
us a hand. Some work will take place on Friday,

November 27th, too, so for questions, please talk
with John Race or George Duda. * :




